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(our navy.
fTorty Days on Board the United

States Stfamship Wabash by a

Herald Correspondent

THE ATLANTIC SQUADRON.
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Better in the World.

0* Boi>o umrao Stath srunhrr Wisisr^, i
Kit Wbht, Jan. 16. 1s74. i

Prom tht bemtthl Utile land-locked barbor ol
"VlltoCWDcH to the open roadstead of Key West;
from Nice, with Its background of woody hills,
eraser heights, towering cliffs and receding slopes,
icoTwrtd wtth gardens, clothed with olive trees and
dotted with Tlllas, lying warm and sleepy in the
of* December sua, while tlielr reet are being
odtjr kissed by the rippling waves of the Mediterranean,to the low, level sandy flats of the Florida

Wee*; from the splendid hotels. the oosey restaukamm,the gay promenades, tbe blooming gardens,the delicious mnsio, tbe oeantimi women,
ikrUltaat toilettes, pleasure seekers lounging,
leaftng, girting, the eoaey. comfortable, old

umonedPreuch village, snugly planted among
Kte soutnern slopes of tne Mediterranean hills, to
(the scrambling, scattering, wooden American
(town of Key West, with its hybrid, mongrel, negroBpantsh-Onban-Americanpopulation, dirty streets,
dirtier shops, dirtiest, dearest and most execrable
of hotels.ftom Nice to Key West, in short. Is a

change, a disagreeable and much to be regretted
tonnage. as every oiBcer of tbe American squadron
on the European station is ready to maintain. Ah!
(there were curses, not loud, perhaps, bat deep,
Kieeped on tbe heads of the Cubans and Spaniards
when tbe or<ier came to sail, and change this
eene of beauty ana pleasure for the sandy desolationof tbe Florida reefs. Within eighteen hours

after Admiral Case received tne order from Washingtonto return the Wabash was under way. The
rest of tbe squadron had already been commanded
to rendezvous in Gibraltar, in anticipation of this
movement, and on Sunday afternoon of the 23d of
November the flagship steamed slowly ont of the
pretty little harbor of Vlllefranche, while her
offloers, gathered on the pooo, gazed sadly on tbe
retreating shore, the quaint, old-fashioned, sharprootedbooses, the mounting, winding road leading
Co JWoe, now crowded with carnages, horses and
people, come ont to see us off and wave us adieu.
many 01 mem leit lamines, wives ana cuuaren, irom

whose arms tbey had been torn on toe abort notice
of six boon, they mlsj&t not Bee them again
for months, while many of the single ones. I opine,
loft attachments ana brought away heartaches
pcarcely less dear.
fbr my own part I reached Mice in time to catch

the Wabash, and, with an (tour's time to pack my
travelling bag, I found mysair very unexpectedly
on my way to my native land on a man-of-war
after an absence of five years. I was very kindly
received and welcomed by Admiral Case and CaptainFranklin, as well as all the officers of the wardroommess, and in a short time was as comfortably
Installed as though I had been among them all
my tlie. We left the harbor of Vlllefranche,
rounded the point separating it flrom Nice,
teamed past the latter place, with its broad,

clean promenade along the water's edge, its white
villa* and dark background of mountains, rocks
nd trees lying bathed in a sea or mellow light.

left It as well as the far-ramed Monaco perched
baok among tM mils in the smoky distance far behind,and by dusk the land was only a low, dark,
Irregular line of haze along the Horizon.
We were six days from Nice to Gibraltar, and

found upon our arrival at the latter point the
Congress, Alaska and Wachusett waiting lor us
and ready to put to sea. They all left a few hoars
afterward, while we stopped twenty-four hours to
take lu 200 tons of coal; then, on the 30th of
November, at "eleven o'clock at night, again got
under way, and by morning were far out oa the
broad Atlantic 0

"aOMKWARP BOUND."
Running down ttie coast oi Africa, nnder steam
nd sail, leaving the Canary Isles to the south, we
truok the trade winds in about latitude 21. when
out ten days.
The W'abaaa cannot carry enouzh coal to steam

across tue Atlantic, a.nd is therefore obliged to
depend on the wind lor the greater part of the
toyafe.

THE NATT.
An idea may be formed of the pitiable state ot

decay into which oar nary has fallen, when it is
(earned that the Wabash, one of the largest and*
swiftest ships In the fleet, can only steam fix
knots per hoar, while consuming coal at the iriglitfolrate of forty^tons per day. A Spanish iron-clad
coald ran her down, run around her, run away
froa her. oat-manoeuvre her with the greatest
ease, so that she would be little better against
uch an antagonist than an old floating battery.
And yet, with the exception of the Tennessee, a

new ship just finished, the Wabash is among the
swiftest vessels oi our fleet.
This is a very embarrassing position in which to

be iound with a foreign war upon our hands; but,
strange as it may seem, it brings out In brilliant
colors the peculiar smartness of the American people,and the sage wisdom of our statesmen. We are

economical, and, unlike the o!d-togy governments
of Europe, who keep up their navies in times of
peace, we allow ours to go to the dogs; but when
war does come we hurriedly scrape together a
number of old, slow, rotten, worthless ships, that
remind one something of KaistalTs ragamuffins,
and about as efficient against a respectable enemy,
lbe beauty or this system is that it does aot cost
much. A fleet hurriedly got together and built up
onder these circumstances will always cost somethinsmore than the magnificent iron-clad fleet or
England, and then in the end, eveu tr victorious,
we have nothing to Bhow for It.

THIS IS TRUE KCOWOMT.

And yet I have met people who were mad enough
to Insinuate that the Americans were not the most
Intelligent people In the world and their statesmennot the*very Impersonation of far-seeing
wisdom.

It is true that even now we have not a single
man-of-war in Europe to protect American coram.rMand that Anilln lua on Iv to mount a tiounle

or nowltisera on a fast merchant steamer to ran

down and*captnre every gulp bearing the Stars
ana stripes in tbe Mediterranean, or in European
waters for that matter; bot as Mr. Buntwell and
Mr. Pish, whose breadth of mind and grasp of intellectare acknowledged 07 tbe moat vulgar, Dave
truthfully and forcibly observed "it Americana do
not wtati 10 be maltreated, robbed and shot in
foreign countries let tbem keep away," and "if
American snips do not *lsb to be captured let
tbem stay at borne." Thla original and striking
proposition, this bold and ingenions conception
for protecting American interests abroad is one
tbat the old fogy statesmen of Europe, bound
down to tbe routine 01 tbe past, would never have
conceived, and one wbich we owe entirelv to tbe
mighty Intellects and comprehensive view* of
American statesmen.
Tbere is one remark that may be made oa tbe

subject which may be new to tue mass of Americana,usually ao well informed ana »o intelligent.It is that our navv coats nearly hair as much as
tbat 01 England. 1 am afraid thai we have allowed
ourselves to believe that tbe English spend about
a hundred times more opon tbetr navy than we
do upon ours, and that they are thus impoverishingtbemaeivea while we are hoarding our wealth
for iutare needs. This is a mistake, unimportant.
It is true, bat one tbat sboula, fcev'erthelesl, not be
allowed to escape uncorrected.
Tbe Heeretary of the Navy, in bis report, saysThe fleet of Great Britain is dm; formidable.

Never in tbe history of England was she better
prepared for war tbau now, in sblps, materia),
oglsara and men, as I know to be the case from
actual Inspection by our most intelligent officers.

i -J*.

*

NEW YOR
she now nit IB OMtmlMton toi tut Mte* frigates,
sloops and gunboats." This magnificent fleet,that make* Kngtaad«ku«h oi the sea* and able
to coatroi mi Ike otner fieete of Me world combined,eoats her IM.W6.ooo per annum.
According to tlio Secretary or the Navy we have

now in OMtoMsatea and fitting out lor relief shipa,
twenty-aim wooden veasets, aH old. slew, and inefficient,and utterly unfit to cope with any. even
me poorest fleet of Surope. litis uary costs ua
annually $*,»oo,ooo. There mav be people carious,
fooiian saeagli ta aak, why to this thus f It ta all
very well to talk about tne absurdity of keeping up
a poweriui and expensive navy in Utnea or peace,
hut since we spend the money why should we not
Aave something lor 11 f it ts conceded ou all haada
that we are smarter than the Knxliah. We are
better informed, better educated, more mselltgent.
The KnfrtMmaan does not know muck; itia allowed
by everybody thai tie is a slow, stupid old granny,
whom we would whip with our uttle finger, and
we bave besides all the advantages or a form of
trovernment thtf cheapest, best and most admired
that the mind of man has ever conceived. And
yet can it be true that John Boll, u> spite or hit
antiquated form of government and old logy
notions, really manages to get about tea times as
much for his money ss we do for ours r.
People who ask these silly questions do not

take into consideration the workings or onr rorm
or government, the peculiarities ot our politicians,
lawgivers and statesman, nor their striking and
original manner ot managing the affairs or tbe ua>tion. It must not be ronrotten that Congressmen
not only must live themselves, bnt that tney have
a large number or mends, retaiuera, employes
and servants who most live, and (bat living these
rimes is dear. Now it cannot b« expected that
the navy should escape without paying its quota
lor their support. The ourreat repairs or buildmm.docks and incidental ezpeasesin navy yards,
coal, hemp and equipments, repairs aad preservationor vessels, steam machinery and tools, provisions,contingent expenses or various departmentsand bureaus cost in the aggregate about
iiooaooo. it cannot be expected that so large a
sum or money should be expended without contributingto the support or our statesmen, and
when account is taken or the profits to govsrnmentcontractors, who ara intimate Mends of
Congressmen, or
in* aiivr vans now rxtortbd by Lonrran,or the various expenses attendant upon manipulatingprooeadlngs between the dtflbrent parties,

it will be easily understood that the Navy Departmentcannot really, with tbe best will in the
world, do more tar the money than It now does.
Besides, Congressmen have very peculiar ways or
supervising the management or the navyyards
and looking alter theirInterior workings. The re
8Dlt ifl thftl. mm a ml*. Jnur workman (in fctiA vapIt
oi one ana receive the pay of eight If the officer
In charge discovers an/ of them misappropriation
naval stores, aa is often the case, and expresses
nis sentiments on the matter, Congressmen <put
their heads together, he ta sent on a three
years' cruise tn the Sooth Paoiflo and the
rights of Congressional constituent proteges
are maintained. Shoemakers are employed as
iron workers and country carpenters are transformedinto first class machinists by the skill of
Congressional Menda. Transformations such aa
were never dreamed of by Nlblo'a take place m
the navy yards, without creating either surprise
or curiosity, except on the part of naval officers,
who are always In a toollshly chronic atate oi surpriseand Indignation on the subject.

I do not refer to theae matters to Impugn the
motives of our Honorable lawgivers and legislators; far be It from me to insinuate tnat they are
not actuated by the purest and noblest sentimentsthat can Oil a Congressman's breast. God
forbid that i should for a moment reileot upon the
honesty of our Senators and statesmen. 1 only
wish to state ffcets. without comment, to show
that more oannot really be expected of the Navy
Department, and that things could not be better
than they are despite the «

UAVTHQS or AM 1&BBMPON8IBIJI AND DI88OLOTS
mrtn

The English, It 1s true, view things differently.
Members of Parliament who have a pecuniary interestin government contracts are irowned down.
A premier who would appoint his personal friends
aud wife's brothers to oigh offices and then promotethem from one good place to another wnen
their accounts show large deficits would be looked
upon with disfavor, and putting wood workers to
Jo iron work on their iron-clads would be considIered. owing to the interests Involved, a highly
dangerous as well as expensive experiment. Par:liament would be Indignant 1f asked to give away
large tracts of land or other national prop!erty to Imaginary railroad companies: the leger!Uemaia and prestidigitation of Credit MobUler
speculations are beyond their depth, and
judges are never the property or rings or other
private corporations. Such proceedings would, in
old fogy England, be considered, as the French
say. '\Fn« frHcaP1 (slightly indelicate): but then
the English have strangely antiquated notions,
winch every true American would be ashamed of.
These are some 01 the reasons, however, why tbe
old-ra«hloned English government gets so much
more for Its money than the beat government the
sua ever shone upon, and this is wny England,with tbe expenditure of a comparatively small sum
of money, is mistress 01 the seas. She can build
an ironclad for $2,000,000, whereas if we should
undertake it, what with the lees of lobbyists, the

EXCBSam PROFITS DEMANDED BY RINGS,
tbe profits of contractors and the necessary expensesof Congressmen, we should be lucky if we
got off with $4,ooo,000. The Navy Department, as
will readily be seen, is laboring under a great dls|advantage, and cannot be expected to produce the
results with the same money as obtained by the
English Navy.

LIFE OX A KAN-OF-WAR.
As few of my readers bave, perhaps, ever lived

aboard of a man-of-war I will give a short descriptionot our way oi life on tbe Wabash.
And, first, something with regard to her size and

dimensions. She is over 300 feet In length by lorty
leet breadth of beam; she draws twenty-six feet of
water, and her whole depth, froom her poop to tbe
keel, about tlity feet, or tbe heisht of a moderate
four story bouse. Her mainmast is 200 leet high
lrom the spar deck, and the length of her mainyard110 feet, while her spread or sail on the foremast,with tlie wina alt and studding sails set on
each side is 150 feet.a beautiful and graceful pyramidor sail 200 leet high. As to her interior arrangements,sue is divided into several stories. First,
counting rrom the top, is tbe "poop." that elevatedportion of the deck immediately behind the
mizzeumast, where tne officer of the deck
paces back and forth and commands the
ship, and where we go of an evening to
walk, talk and smoke. Beneath the poop Is tbe
Captain's cabin, which opens out on the spar
deck, from where the ship is worked, and where,
In addition to great colls of rope, rigging and two
or three boats, are ranged IS Winch guns and one
11-Inch pivot. One story lower is toe gun deck,
where are ranged 24 it-inch guns and two rifles,
and here are slung at nights the hammocks of the
crew, un inia necK, iwraeuiateiy oeueatn me
captain's cabin, is the Admiral's cabin, and here
of an afternoon we set aroond a vacant gun port
aud talk, read, quarrel, smoke and play at shovelboard.Still one story lower is the berth deck,
where are the wardroom, offices, steerage and
sick bay." There are no bad smells, no suspicions

odors, no disorder, no contusion.everttilng goes
on like clockwork, and the whole ship Is kept
scrubbed, scoured and polished in a way that
would do a Dutch housewife's heart good to see.

THE CRKW
is composed of about 700 men, who receive rations
ana from $15 to $:*> per month. They have break1last at seven, dinner at twelve, supper at five, and
their bugle call to ' hammocks" la "fut me In my
little bed."
The wardroom of the WabaAh tt large, roomy,

well lighted, well ventilated, and I did not And llie
In it dnring lorty days by any means as dull as I
had expected. The mess consists of about twenty
officers, all good lellows, and making np a very
merry little society. There are Ave lieutenants,
one flag lieutenant, the executive officer, the navigatingofficer, two marine officers, three surgeons,
three engineers, the paymaster, the admiral's
secretary, all presided over and kept in order in a
dignified manner by Chaplain Henderson. In additionto the table.which is supplied exclusively
from the pockets of the officers, and not from the
government exchequer, as is too often asserted.
there is a "wine mess'' and a "cigar mess," by
wnich means wine and cigars are furnished those
who want them at European wholesale prices. We
take coOee at eight in the morning, breakfast at
twelve, dine at six, and ail lights are put ont at
midnight.
We nave an excellent band of music, which plays

every day at dinner, and serves to lghten the monotonyof many a weary nour with the "Prophet,"
the "Huguenots " "Troubadour." Kigoletto,,"Blue
Beard" or "La Fllle de Madame Angot." There la
religious service every 6un<iay, at wnictt I was
sorry to observe that lew of the crew assisted.
The influence of the chaplain in tne ward room la,
however, very beneficial and effective in prevent-
lag too great looseness of speecn among younger
members and keeping conversation from degeneratinginto the stupidly profane, as It too often
does in the society of men unrestrained by the
presence o( woman or some other renoing in-
fluence.
our voyage, although a long one, was not, upon

the whole, unpleasant. ir we had not bean anxious
to arrive and i> aru tbe news.11 we nad nothing In
particular to do, I can imagine nothing mora dellthtfulthan such a voyage. As soon as we arrivedwithin the latitude of tbe trade winds the
propeller was hoisted, tires allowed to go out, and
the Wabash thus became a sailing vessel. For days
and weeks we slipped along tbe twentieth parallel
at the rate of six to ten knots an hour, in tbe most
delicious, soft, warm weather, borne onwHrd by a
gentle breeze, varying irom northeast to south-
west, that rendered the sir delicluusiy sweet and
refreshing. After breakfast we would gather in a
little family circle on the gun deck, ireshly i
scrubbed and scoured, around a large open gun
port, and

TALK, KIAD, SMOKZ. QT'ARRKT,
and play ahovelboard, or lazily watch the tilver
flying dab shoot out of the water, chased by a porpoiseor a black backed sperm wnale that would
go dashing alongside, exulting in his strength and
apeed, revelling in the pure, clear water in a way
that made you envy him; a safl, white and ghostly,
gliding along the horizon, and the blue waters
over whleh the son threw long linea of trembling,
shimmering light, so darkly beautiful, so calmly
majestic, so gracefhlly undulating with the even
measured musical rhythm of the broad Atlantic
swell that rose up along the ship's side In long
wavea, reminding one in its feline grace and softinfeM and gentle purring or aome huge
Animal of the tiger kind, lifting up Its
back to b« stroked. And then the
evenings were dellghttal when we gathered on the
poop to smoke our cigars, waton the stara, tbe
tall white satis looming up high aad ghostly in
the larkness tike mighty apeotrea,m iiatea to
yp WW* Mfturc vttfc id ever oaMoimw nor<.

K HERALD, THURSDAY,
mar, while U wafts as otvM, soltly, sileutly
mid surely.

It is a dreamy, Hitlaw, lotus eating kind of life,
that ta lull ol a mild, peuetrating, aU-pervadiug
o&arm.

Kin or m iruHOOH
la peculiar and unique. Thrown together In Its
n Arrow space men Me broagiil under a kind of
mlcroacopic inspection, and All their little raulta,
shortcomings aud delects, as well as amiable
qualities, beoouia plainly apparent; yon learn u>
know them here as you never learn to know them
anywhere else, and yon lw« a chance to
atudy those Uttle differences 01 character,those alight shades ol temperament,
those delicate memoUnts, whloh always
escape at a firm new. it is a little family communityin whloh everybody throws ofl restraint, ap

pearaas he really is, and it Is probably the bust
school tor studying human nature In the world.
One is astonished to see how different people are,
after forty days ol wardroom acquaintance, irom
what they appeared when yon were first introducedto them. Kaoh aad every man has developedcharacteristics aad quaUtlse at first unsuspected,ho that now, looking back to my first entryInto the wardroom. It seems as though an entirely
different set of men had gradually supped Into the
places or those I then met. la addition to this
there is a frankness of speech, an open way of
Mnrttnt out the truth, of expressing opinionsoa personal matters that, to a man
used to the studied, overdose politeness
of formal Knrooean societv. la as novel
aa it la refreshing. Not that there is
an absence oI true politeness. There U that kindly
reeling, tnat regard for each other wmoh 1b tue
essence of genuine courtesy and which prompts
them to every little act of kindness. But this does
not preclude perfeot freedom of speech nor the
telling of more or less palatable truths. A man
soon finds his level la a wardroom .mess. No loir«
wit nor old storle* will go down here, and U he has
been entertaining undue notions of his own merit
that disposition will probably soon be taken out of
him. If be is malting himself disagreeable, there
wilWbe no hesitation in letting him kdow it, and if
be has in an/ way unknown to himself a talent of
boring people be soon finds it out. Tbere
is no lalse politeness here, no gentle flattery,no smooth-faced deceit, and the result
is that there is no backbiting, no detraction,no nnklnd criticism, no ill feeling. I
I ft;member well the lively impression made upon
me upon awakening In the ward roem after the
first night at ttea. My room was not yet ready,
and a cot bad oeen swung for my accommodation
' in the soontry".that Is, out in the main room.
and here I turned in. Altera troubled dream of
falling, tailing, failing an infinite number of times
from some duigy height into the sea, from which I
was always caught up by some friendly hand In
time to keep me irom being daahed to pieces,
only to have the operation repeated again and
again, varied by the occasional shook o* an earthquake.I awoke and found the ship rolling about
like a log, and heard a screeching and groaning of
timbers, a creaking of masts, a swashing of waves,
a bowling of winds, which, with the occasional
smash of Tailing /crockery, made op an ever stunningdin that was fearful. From out this noise 1
could catch the following somewhat spicy snatches
of conversation

"Well, we're onr country's noble defenders, and
when'' "Jorm Hewtboy, your souL I told
yoa to bring me a cup of oodee." "She's wallowingabout like an old log." "Oh I I like the
sea.ugh 1" "No, thank yon; I don't drink now.
I'm living to be worthy or her." "I do hereby
formally and emphatically consign Onba and Spain,
with all their miserable, God-forsakes Inhabitants,
to the lowermost regions of "When you pee
Charley lingering over a pretty gtn'8 band you can
bet there's something nice there. (Crash or tailing
crockery.) Oh, my God! will nobody fasten up
those glasses? There won't ^e a glass nor a tumblerleft to drink out of." The wind is aft ana we
are nnder reefed topsails. I know where Wllley.
left his heart. Nice, nice man, you are. You"
ought to be ashamed. You hare already told that
mory several nines, nance, (unes 01 -uume,"
-Burke," running around the table.) If after
all there is war, and we should go to Cuba. I
pity them. Not wisely, bat too well, the
story oi a life b* Ouida. Ob, heavens t (tragically)
be dings himself upon his snow white steea. (cries
of '-Coal blark!" "Coal black!").coal black steed,
while his heart bonnds up with one great and
mlirhty throb; he drives the rowels deep Into the
sides oi the noble beast, who rears, plunges madlv
an l then dashes luriousiydown the road.onward,
onward, to the throbbing brink of the gouriante
precipice.be reaches it.one last, long, lingering
look npon this bright, beauUlul world, and then
horse and rider aisparaiMamt, oil heavens, foreverl Butter, slave 1 Doctor, 1 tell you we want
no more of your equivocal stories; By morals are
already sufficiently corrupted. Ob, heavens 11 had
rather be a toad at once, and leed upon the foul
and noisome vapors of a dungeon, than such a cutlet.Oh, you may object and be.^e tuia la fllie, je
tuialajllle. You will, I know, excuse the bluntnessof a soidier, bnt you strike me as being exceedinglyidiotic this morning. 1 will bet any man
a bottle of champagne we eat our Christmas dinnerin Key West. Aud so on until my brain beganto whirl.
Judging by what I heard, I concluded that 1 bad

got into a pretty lively crowd, and began to wonderhow I would Ret on among them. Peering
around the head of mr cot, which was tossing
about at a fearful rate, 1 saw them Blttmg at table,
some reading or trying to read, some breakfasting
as well as they could, wuile holding on to things to
keep from upsetting, whUe the waiter boys made
wild darts and plunges from one side of the ward
room to the other as the ship rolled, with their
hands full of dishes, which they only sometimes
succeeded in bringing intact to the table, and the
timbers screeched and groaned as though they
really couldn't stand It anv longer.
Beginning now, however, to ieel a strange and

peculiar sensation In the region of my stomach, 1
closed my eyes, and the

SfBSEQUBNT PROCBKDIN83
interested me no more that day.

1 only turned out next day, when the weather
had somewhat settled, to take my place at table
with my new companions, I found them all kind,
generous and obliging, and now, after forty days
at sea, 1 have no reason to change my first favorableopinion of them. They are gentlemen by educationand manners, and for dash, brilliancy,
knowledge of their profession and ingenuity in
adapting inadequate means to the accomplishmentof desired ends 1 do not think theyfeave
tnelr superiors in the world.
Any one who lias been with them much cannot

Have tailed to remark a sense or honor of a kind
and degree very different trom the mercantile
and politloal classes or our country. They are
men to whom the wild speculation, stock
gamming ana Bucnu enterprise 01 me commercialclauses and the vile corruption, thievery,
bribery and low conning of politicians aud Congressmenare unknown.men who, if offered a
bribe, reply with a blow, and wno can afford to
look down on sboddyism In Its every shape and
form with contempt. We are a great and mighty
people in many things, bnt we are a commercial
people, and, tbe world over, commercial people are
not renowned lor their hlgb sense of honor. It 1*
well (or tbe country tbat we nave a little knot of
men like tbe officers of tbe armr and navy, among
whom (until they allow themselves to he drawn
Into the slimy vortex of politics) tbe old fashionedideas of honor aud honesty still survive,
whose standard of honor is something different
irom that of politicians, Congressmen and stock
brokers.a litUe knot of men forming the aristocracy,not of wealth, bnt of honor and honesty.

TBE KIT OF TRfiHU. Governor

Kemper to Propose a Compromisewith tbe State Creditors.CodgrcuTo Be Aiked for AjjliUnce.
Richmond, Va., Jan. 28, 1874.

It has been known bere by those en rapport
with Governor Kemper that be is preparing a messageto the General Assembly on the financial con-a
dltton of tbe State.a subject of great intricacy, and
tbe rock on which Governor Walker stranded. The
Governor is understood to have most decided views
on the question of the state debt, and tbe hesitationin the delivery of these views has resulted
rather from a prudential caution in tbe mode and
time of presentation than from any want of confidencein tbe integrity of the plan to be presented.Without entering upon details, bis generalproposition is understood to be to reduce all
tne different classes of debt into one, and to issne
in lieu thereof the bonds of tbe state, either to
bear six per cent on tbe market value of the existingbonds, assuming that to be (60 per share,
or three per cent on the present par value.
The plan proposes that commissioners are to be

appointed uy toe Governor, charged with the outy
of laying belore the creditors ol the State her liabilities,her assets, the causes of her inability to
meet her obligations and the depressed condition
of her people.in a word, as a merchant with his
creditors, to compound with the debtor upon terms
of equity and right. It in a fact that Virginia has
endeavored to give to her creditors not only the
"pound of flesh," tint even drops of Mood
in the shape ,oi Interest, and of interest
upon Interest. Yet It can be do longer
concealed that her ability is not equal to her will.
It has already been demonstrated that sue cannot
meet four per cent on her debt and carry on the
government, and It Is painfully felt that her peoplecan bear no addition to their present taxation.

It ia also believed that the Governor irlll recommendan application to Congresi for a loan, which,
with the compromise hoped for with her credltora,
will bring that relief so greatly needed by this
people.an application which can hardly be resisted,since her means to meet her obligations
have been destroyed bv the war. The applicationmight rlghliy be made in Congress, it is believed,
to assume their obligation; but the Governor proposessimply a loan of the bonds of the general
government, which are to be returned as soon as
the State shall be able to do so. Virginia last year
undertook to pay lour per cent In cash, giving certificatestor the deterred balance. It is now very
clear that she cannot comply with tnls law, unless
the taxes shall be increased, and to attempt an
Increase Is to essay aometblng Impracticable, if
not impossible.

CHIMED WITH LARoilT.
Michael .Sullivan and Mrs. Mary McOaoe. of Cambridge,Mass., were arrested yesterday by the police,charged with absconding from that city with

$460, the property of a Miss Hacketu They will be
rat to Cambridge to-day, after being arraigned at
Ibe Tomb* Police vt.
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HEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE.

A Bold Hove for Hudson Coamtf.Tfc
Mm UUad Tunnel Project Again.

Jnrrnrd'e Om.The Pint Gnn of Ik
BaUrMMl War.F»tUr<OB tie piles (
eweII.

business la the New Jersey Legislature bat* ii
creased to such aa extent as to necessitate an ei
tension of the sessions of both bouses to the usui
number or days during the oast week. In the ttei
ate a good deal or time la wasted over the discui
stoo of the constitutional amendments.

UU1 was introduced by Mr. Mol'bersoa wtuc
authorizes the Board of Ubosen freeholders t
Hudson oounty to condemn and take lor puMI
use all that portion of Snake Utll not now owne

by said oounty, and authorizing the sale of th
salt meadows and low lands attached to th
/*sin«vtv f»i>m Tha flrat lAntl/in Af thin hill Mti

forth that said portion of land ta to be used (o
the purposes of aa almshouse, jail, workhouse
luuatto asylum aud such other pubili
building* aa may be required, and ala
to furnish stone quarries, to be woraei
by the prison and pauper labor a

said county. The second section provides to
the appointment by the Justice of the Hupretn
Court of Hudson oounty of three disinterested
impartial and Judicious freeholders, residents 11
the count/ or Hudson, aa commissioners to ex
amine and appraise the said lands, and to awes
the damages after fifteen days' notloe I
given to the persons Interested, and upon a reso
futlon to be passed by the Board ot Freeholder
requesting said Justice to make such appointment
The proof of payment or tender or amoun
awarded by these commissioners snail at all time
be considered as plenary evidence of thi
right 01 said Board of freeholders fc
have, hold, use, Ao., the said lauds. 1
the owner or owners of any of the lands (eel ag
grieved by the decision of the commissioners the;
may appeal to the next Circuit Court of Hudsoi
county. The third section provides that the Cir
ouit Court shall have power to direct a prope
issue tor the trial oi said controversy and to orde
a jury to be stnjoJc ana a view of the premises u
be had, and It shall be the duty of «aid jury u
assess the value of the said lands anu dam
ages sustained; and If they snail find i
greater sum tnan the said commissioner)
rtttail have awarded their judgment tbereui
and costs shall be entered against said Board
of Freeholders and execution awarded there
for. The filth section empowers the Boar<
of Freeholders to sell off so much of the meadow<
and low lands as in their judgment may be dls
pensed with, and use the proceeds to puronase tb<
lands authorised to be taken and condemned bj
this act, or, ir not sold for cash, to apply the inter
est received oo the proceeds of sale to the semi
annual payment ot the interest on the bonds hero
lnafter to be created to meet incidentals, and th<

'principal to be applied to the payment of sain
lands by placing the same in the hands o
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund o
Hudson oounty. The seventh section provides foi
the payment or the Interest and principal moneyi
ot bonds Issued under the sixth section when the]
become due and payable. There shall be raised bj
tax. at the same time and In the same manner a<
the county taxes are raised, such sum as the Boart
or Freeholders shall elect eaoh year tor such pur
poses.
A bill Introduced by Mr. Washburn, for the relle

of the Tubular Transportation Company of Statei
Island, sets forth that the charter is given for th<
purpose or constructing, maintaining and operat
ing a tunnel or tunnels under the boo
01 the waters of the Kill Von Kull, oi
Staten Island Sound, between the State*
oi New York and New Jersey, and that said oom
pan? be given the right to enter upon and land the
tunnels of said company at any point or points oi
said waters in the State of New Jersey, opposiw
Staten island, and that said company may seiect j
location alter first obtaining consent of the own
ners of said property. If the owners will not con
sent to give such property commissioners shall tx
appointed to estimate the damages.
Mr. Jarrard introduced a bill In the Senate to In

corporate the Greensville Gaslight Company, wltt
a capital stock of $2,000,000, lor supplying gas t<
Jersej City and other towns of Hudson county.
A t>lll was Introduced In the House authorizing

the Uuard of Chosen Kreenolders of Monmoutt
county to raise $110,000 to build a new conrt bous<
aha jail.
When Mr. Patterson's concurrent resolution call

tag lor a special committee or ooth bouses to in
vestigate the affairs ol the New Jersey southeri
and otuer railroads came up in the Senate, Mr
Sewell, brigadier general of Tom Scott's lorces
moved to amend by referring it to the Committee
on Railroads and Canals instead of to special com
mlttees, which was adopted without a uissentien
voice. Tbis action or the Senate was reported t<
the Hoise shortly afterwards, when fattersoi
made one of his characteristic speeches ii
denunciation of the action or the Senate, whicH
he said, placed his resolution m such a snap
that 'it will hang lire." He said he offered it ii
good faith in behalf of tbe interests of poor, suffei
mg humanity on the line of the railroads alluded 1
in the resolntion. Be said these railroads sbonli
show cause why they bad not forfeited their cbai
ters to the State, lor tbey bad taken public prop
erty for private use without giving tbe people 0
tbe State just compensation. They had not con
formed to tne taws of the State, nor had they pau
taxes. Alter a few remarks from the Bald Bagl
of SQbfiex the amendments of the Senate wen
concurred m.

CUBA.

General PortlUo's Desperate Situation*
Beet Fifty Cents per Pound.VOrelbl
Recruitment To Be Resorted To- Lai
Desperate Effort* of tbe Spaniards.
The letter from wnlch the extracts given belon

are taken has been received by a prominent mem
ber ol the Amigos de Cuba Society. It la date
Puerto Principe on tbe 1st Inst. It says:.
During tbe past month General l'ortlllo receive

the command of tbis (the Central) department
His fame as tbe pacifier of tbe Cinco Villas ba
come before him, and lu It the Spaniards foun
their hopes for tbe possible restoration or peace t
this district. But it is a thing which, to mc
seems very difficult, for the experience which
have had in the war impels me to predict tba
Portlilo will tall as his predecessors have done.
On tbe first day of this month the patriots pre

sented themselves in force in the cultivated region
and carried off all the cattle which they founc
there. All tne men able to bear arms joined th
Cuban*, rue movements oi me revolutionist
were seen lrom the housetops oi Puerto Prlnc'p*
and every day since until now they make the!
rendezvous In sight of the city. They take every
thing that may be useful to them witnoat meeun
any resistance.
There is a report in secret circulation amoni

the officers of tiie army that Colonel Montaner ha
been deieated, but no particulars can be ai
rived at.

Portillo, with all the available forces that h
could concentrate, went out, but was obliged t
matte lorced marches in order to reach Puert
Principe, losing many oi his men on the way.
have heard a Spanish oflicer say that Portiil
stated In a meeting of offlcers that the rebellion 1
so strong in this department that unless be r<
ceived itl,000 or 12,000 men to reinforce him all hi
operations must tail and every effort on hlB pai
would be useless, and that if reinforcements wer
not sent soon he was prepared to resign his com
mand and leave the glory oi achieving success t
some one else.

1 have also learned through the Spaniards tha
Colonel Esponda, with all his lorces, has been oi
dered to Manxanillo, and that then he is expecte
to come with all haste to Cainaguay.
The state of your dear camaguay is lamentable

it is necessary to be a person of importance in or
der to obtain iresh meat, and then very bad, pay
tag fifty cents a pound for it. Bice, potatoes an
Jtdeoe (vermicelli) are to-day in the list fit ai
ticles of luxury, because their prices have rise
higher than the people can pay. When a sma
quantity of gold can be had it is changed at 100 pe
cent premium, and I have heard many persons sa
that the* would not give $100 in gold for $3001
paper. This will prove to you that many perceiv
the critical hour to be near and do not want t
trust the morrow. Pinaliy, my dear friend, tne pec
pie who have emigrated may be very thankTul t
their orothers in the field. We uere understand whs
passes. The deieats of the Spanish troops folloi
eaca other with sach irequeucy that, notwitt
standing their great caution In hiding disasteri
we learn of them now and then throncrh our anfTei
ings, which tney attribute to tbe hanuol God; be
the truth is that they are combating with me
Who are courageous well armed, and who, to hi

years, have not opened their mouths to ask a con
of pay nor a pound or meat when they wer
hungry. Their resolution la unbending. The
dare all dangers and privations, even to death o
victory; thus placing their country on the elevate

Sosidon that she deserves, and by their gloriou
eeds are lorcing their enemies in the last come

of shame and defeat.
In view of the impossibility of receiving me

from Spain, a project of lorclbie recruiting wa
talked of and of placing a force of 15,000 o
20,000 Cubans on a war footing, to send them to tn
front against their brotners. This is the last ste
that Spain has alwuvs taken with her America
colonies. Like good Spaniards tuey alwa/s dreai
of the division among tbe Creoles; ana neitbe
what has happened in 8t. Domingo, Mexico u
South America, serves to teach them anythin<
They only know how to read in that book which w
all understand, and in vain Castelar, Salmero
and others have tried to teach them anything eUM
I think that even Mr. Hamilton Fish now know
them, and tn the end will have to treat tnem t
the point of bis boot, which la the only way the
can 6e dealt with.

FIRE 00MM1B8I0BEB8.
The Fire Commissioners held a meeting yestei

day, but transacted only routine business, such a

applications from would-be flremen, auditing <

bills, Ac. The only point of interest was the adoi
tton of a resolution lor advertising for four chem
cal engines, In oonformlty with a resolution 01 to
Board of Apportionment, already published in tk
UM*Ablf.

PLE SHEET.
HOME NOTES.

"» Charleston (a 0.» New ftna Oourier sars
~ that "All doubt* u to tti« long loosed tor meeting
e oq the Wastitutrton course are at an cud. Hie

decennary fund haa been subscribed and the official
announcement ta published. The races vtll ooml*ffieoot on the 25ttt of next month and will continue

[* four daya."
John Trout, who haa been driving the trotting.

horses ot Atden Goldsmith lor several years past,
h has been engaged by V» iluaai Novell to drive AmericanCMrl and hla other trotter* next tunmer.
b American Owl has had many drivers since she be"oame the property ot Mr. Lovell: but ahe never
0 had a better than the one who bandied her last
d season.
0 A convention ot tnrfmen was held at Pern, lncL,
e on the uth mat., the object being the tnauL'ura1tlon of a aerlea of Hammer race meetings, to be
r held at points consecutively, thereby preventing

any oondlot in time of the meetings and avoiding
3 heavy expenses to transportation or stock by pro-,
0 (essional turfmen. ReaolnUons wore adopted to
a hold rammer meetings at Omsbridge our en June
if a; Kohomo. June 9; Peru, Jane M; Huntington,
r Jul/1. Mid to continue fe«r days at each plaoe.

u «m awu rwifea com no eorsesoowaw n»rr«a
8 trotting: la an/ race DeM in this Mriw by reason
i, of beating the time prescribe* tn any previous
, race, provided the entries ot made in tho races to
* he trotted la the tuture prior to the time of making
, tho record.

The proprietors or (he Downlevltte stage line
have shod their hones running between Oamptonivine and Downieviue, OaL. with snow shoes. by the

* use of which they are enabled to travel over the
t anow banks without sinking into them. The Nesvada Trantortpt gives the following description or
9 the shoe and Its fastenings"it is 8x18 Inches In
iK alee, mado of mateable iron, and covered on one
r side with India robber, which is well riveted to the

plate, in the center or the plate on the other side
f In horse shoe o( common sne. with sharp toe and
i heel corks. This also Is riveted solidly to the
* plate. The snow shoe is fastened to the root or »
r horse bv means of a ciasp with a swivel screw, and
r wtfen 11zed thereon the horse shoe beneath the
> plate is fljced directly under the hoof of the animal.

The BaglUli Tnrf.
J Although it was reported before his marriage
i that the Duke of Hamilton intended to sell off all
1 his tfcst racers, he has booked nominations to some
[ of the best stakes at Newmarket.
i The oelebrated racehorse Sterling, The Sportaiman says, has Lett his training quarters *n$ gone*

to the Yardley Stud Farm, notwithstanding tkU
- announcement we And Sterling's name among the

entries for the Chester Oup.
I The promising steeplechase horse Oanou, by The
i Plying Dutchman, dam Ooal Black Rose, while out
* with Ms owner's (Sir Robert Bateson Harvey)
r harriers, January s, near Langley Station, put his
i root in a rabbit hole, and, breaking his thigh, was
T Immediately shot.
i Mr. R. miller will match Us horse Albert Victor
I to trot Mr. Hodgin's Black Hawk Jenny two miles,

for not leas than MO a side, on a fair turnpike road,
r B«Wt Ws to be stakeholder, so as to avoid having
i any lawyer's letters. Mr. HUller Will oe at Mr.
J Ballard's, The Grown, Splislflelds Market, on Mon]

any evening next, prepared to mace a matea.
Mr. Robert Carr, Liverpool, will trot tola mare

juhi in 'rime against any mare or bone breathing
iwenty-flve muea over Alntree Race Coarse, lor
£300 a ante, or any portion up to £1,000 a aide, to
come off within a month of signing articles. An
answer through this paper will reoetve Immediate
attention. BeU *» Life to be stakeholder and appointa referee.
Mr. Richard Ranwood /ones, of Bradworth Han,

near Pontefract, died on the Ttb tnst. Mr. Jones
was well known on the Northern turf, having been
a most liberal supporter or it for the past thirty
years, as his colors were generally to be seen at
Ponterract, York, Doncaster. Mock ton, Tbtrsk,

. Newcastie-on-Tyne, Richmond and other Northern
[ meetings. Mr. Jones was in his sixty-fourth year,
i Mr. Hawkins, of Walsall, will match his horse
1 Jackey to trot Mr. Moore's mare Just in Time fortylivemiles on the Lichfield and Burton turnpike
- road, on Monday, January 20. tor £100 a side, fiett's

Life to be stakeholder and referee, or appoint one.
* A deposit Bent to BM't Life and articles to Mr.

Hawkins will Insure a match. Mr. Hawkins will
> decline making a match on any other terms.
8 In answer to Mr. Moore's challenge in last week's
2 Bed's Life J. Rook, of the Locomotive Inn, Oldham
. road, Manchester, will match bteel Grey to trot
" Mr. Moore's mare Just in Tune, from one mile to
. ten miles, rouud any race course, or on any &lr

turnpike road, tor any sum 'from £200 to £1,000 a
p side. Beli'8 Life to be stakeholder and reieree, or
. to appoint one. To trot in two months from sign-
. lng articles. By applying to J. Rook a match can

J be Insured.
a The hint that was given by BtZTs 14ft, at the 8d
- Instant, "tbat toe resolution to send Prince Obarlle

to the stud might be changed, was based on a good
if foundation, as he has been entered with Newry,

'langiuie, uieuneiui, 1 romuoue auu uxouian in a
1 T. y7c. Sweepcakes at the Newmarket First Hpring,
e as well as in the Rons Stakes at the second Spring,
e the All-aged stakes at tne Houghton anil the race

of the last mentioned tlUe at Aacot."
on Monday last a match was made for £10 a side,

between R. Corbett's Kitty, 13K hands high, and J.
Ballard's Tommy, 12X hands high, the latter conceding200 yards start in live miles, to trot on a

_ turnpike road wltuin a lortnight. The whereaboutsand all particulars can be ascertained anye time at Mr. K. Johnson's, the new Kaxt End trottlug
t rendezvous, Bacon street, SpltalHelds; Mr. Wilson's,Hare street, Brick lane; or J. Ballard's,

Spltalflelds Market.
A gentleman Is prepared to match bis ponv,

under 13 bands high, to trot Mr. H. Corbett's
d Kitty, or any other pony in the world no higher, a

straight away race, for £100 or £200 a side, to take
. placc on a turnpike road half way between home
a and home, within a month from signing articles.
' Both to start together and trot lor one hour.
f. Bell's Life to choose the road and appoint a
a referee. The match can be made aay night next
0 week, between the hours of seven and ten. at F.
7 Johnson's, the Ship Tavern, Bacon street, Spital*fields.
' In reply to repeated inquiries and observations
_ once and for all Mr. 1>. Allen c hallenges the world

That no pony 12 hands high trots one or two
j miles In narness and equals the late Master
e George's time in his public per(ormance of August
B 17, 1870, lor £100 a side, and agrees to accept and
, abide oy the decision of the reporters of the sportring press then present, and deposits £26 in oar

hands to make the match, or will meet any one
2 with that object in view at 94 Shoreditcb, or at W.

Wright's, toe White Heart tavern, uiliton street,
g Flnsbury, any night next week.
a Tom Oliiver expired at his residence at Wroaghton,near Swindon, January 7, where lor some

years past he has acted in the capacity of private
e tratnerfco Mr. Cartwrlght. Oliiver made bis first
o mark lintlfe as a cross-conntry Jockey, and many
0 brave deeds in the saddle are recorded of him. He
1 gained his first public laurels in December, 1837, at
o bt. Albans, with Mr. Anderson's The Reformer,
s beating Lottery and six others, and in 1880, the
i- first year ol the great chase, was Becond on
a beventy-tour to the lainoos Lottery. He won the
t orand National in 1842, with Gaylad; In 1843, with
e Vanguard, and In 1852 with Peter Simple.
" The following are the number of entries for the
° spring handicaps, compared with previous years.
t which snow In most of them a marked falling off:.

J 186H. i86sTltl7a
Liverpool Steeplechase KM 107 109 88
City mid Suburban 113 141 1U7 140
or»-at Metropolitan 8a M 47 86
Northamptonshire Stake*. M 90 80 81

* Newmarket Handicap 89 09 AO 40d ChesterCup 180 140 i» 123

£ 18717 veil. 1878. 1874.
11 Liverpool steeplechase Ill 86 10V 93
T City and Huburban 166 164 129 118
y Wrest Metropolitan 74 76 AS 4S
n Nortlittmptoiuihire Stakes 61 4* 48 37
a Newmarket Handicap 81 57 61 60® Chester Cop Hi 108 1» 80

** Tbe contract between the English and American
° trotting none cannot be t>ettar exemplified tnan
' t>j tbe tallowing list of challenges taken from
N MVa Uf* in London. It will be seen tbat all tbe
* trotters named must be eitber galloways or ponies,
*> between eleven and thirteen bands high. To call
r" sucb pigmies trotting horses seems ludicrous.
11 They will bear no comparison wltn onr large,
n #f>ble antmais, that in conformation rival the
* thoroughbred racer, and we cease to wonder why* tne better class oi Englishmen ignore trotting as a
e pastime. It would be difficult to entice an AmenJcan behind an KngltHh trotting borse answering

to the following description:.a "Mr. Worrell, gunmaker, of Portsniontb, having18 got tils old favorite pony, Crasy Jane, back again,>r thinks she is taster than ever she was, and, being
tond of a little sport, he begs to say she shall trot

" any pony In harness belonging to Portsmouth or
* tbe neighborhood, and give 100 yards start in two
* miles, and not particular to an inch or so in height,* for from £10 to l'U> a sloe; or she shall trot anyP pony in Kngland under lix hands high, three miles,
" and neither pony to draw less than twenty-sixn stone (368 pounds), including driver, trap and harIness, lor fif> a side, ana give £u to trot in the nelghI

borhood of Portsmouth.'*

n CITY AID COUNTY TEEABUBY.
'j Comptroller Oreen reports the following disburseoments and receipts of tne treasury yesterday

3 ni*fiiTBir>«*im.
Claims paid (ntimlmr ot warrants ftfty). amountinKto $90,822
/ayrolU (number of warrants two), amounting 10- 74V

. Total »«,«!
KKTiirri.

ls From taies of 1HTS and interest *fv2Si
-r From arrears ot ta*«*. naeastnenta and Intel est... 13,
' From collection ot aweHsments and interest
1- Kri»ni market rents and lee*
i. Krura water rent* °J»from iicensoH. Mayor's office

i'rom IMS and fines. Dtstriot Courts 71

VoUU.......... .jv'I

FOOD FREIGHTAGE
d I K> fl , 1

The St. Louis Memorial to Congress on
the Eastward Grain Movement.

13 THE EWE CAIAl USELESS ?

Attempt of Adrocates of Khaterippl Hirer
Improvement* to Make This Appear.
A Demand for $16,000,000 from

the National Treasury,
A long memorial, accompanied with nnplem

statistical tables, baa recently been adopted by
tbe Board or Dlreotors of the St. Louis DMm
Merchants' Rxeh&nge for presentation to Oongross.urging prompt and liberal appropriations
from tbe federal Treasury tor tbe Improvement or
tbe Mississippi and Its navigable trlbntartea. Tata 4
document gratetany acknowledges tbat Oongrees
has already, by a series of appropriations, reoogninedthe claims of tbe vast region drained by tbo
Mississippi and its affluents to national aid In MM
improvement of Its natural channels of commerce,
and that some of the most needful works toy*
already been completed or commenced. II tben
states that for years the movement of the products
of Western agriculture 10 Eastern consumers has
been embarrassed on aeconnt or its esermoas
quantity, and the small value in proportion to Its
bulk and weight rendering tbe freightage oyer
long distances onerous both to produoer and consumer.In a single year 6,600,000 tons of vegetable
food has been moved eastwardly by only fly*
routes. Other routes have carried nearly another
million tons, and still another million tons went
southward to market. Ten Northwestern states
u a year ol full crop raise 304,000,000 bushels or
grain for shipment, of which 238,600,000 bushels go
eastward. Beside this chey send Bast 2,600,000 tons
01 other agricultural products. Tbe routes whtefc
carry 8,000,000 tons of agricultural products also
carry i,600,000 tons of forest products, nearly
1,000,000 tons of petroleum ana 1,000,000 tons of
manufactured Iron and other artloles In theasms
direction, while 0,000,000 tons of ooal move ovst
the same routes and mostly toward tide water.
Agriculture and the centres of Its surplus pro-

"

uuvwuu Mo (ayiui/ uiuTiug nouifwu. ut u«*

Pennsylvania produced mora wheat tku any
other State. Id 18T3 Minnesota showed the largest
prodnot. More than half the whest produced 1»
the Sorthweutern dtates lor export or oonsump>
Uon In the Eastern States la now grown west of
the MlWaaippl. The recent flnanoiai and Industrialdisorder of the oountry convinces the m»>
mortallsta that the only remedy lies In cheaper interchangeof commodities, especially food mar
terials, between the widely divided Eastern iM
Western consumers and producers. This they
believe oan onl j be done by way of the Mississippi
and the Golf Stream. They assert Mat a cargo of
grain launched upon the navigable waters neareat
to either of the chief grain producing districts of
(be West, and following the natural water our*
rents without interruption or other motive power*
will ttoat within forty days close to Sow York bar*
bor in the Atlantic.
Tbe memorial states the location of six district*

of greatest fertility and greatest production or
wbeat, corn, oats and barley, as also of tobaooo.
Hemp, cotton, sugar and molasses, aad states that
of «,000,000 tons or surplus agricultural products
the great central river and its feeders are the
natural outlet tor 0.000,000 tons. It then proceeds
to a consideration of the route irom the great
grain producing districts toward Mew York by
way of the lakes and the canals of our States as
follows
In the rapid development of our country the loeattea

of the surplus agricultural products bM advanced no far to
the westward that the coat of moving it by rail to the lakes
has, tu effect, closed the route by lake aud canal to a
large proportion ol that surplus. It la a startling faot
that the qnanUty of agricultural products moTea eastwardbv the Mew York canals haa decreased 810,014 tons
since IMS, the rery rear In whieh the enlargement of
the Erie Oanal was completed. But the quantity of
vegetable tood moved by tbe New York Central. Kria 1

and Pennsylvania railroad* has increased irorn '

tons In 1%2 to 2,770,014 tons In 18Z2. The railroads actuallymove not only every bus be 1 of grsla addedsince laoJ to the surplus ot the West,
but In ISM over 810,000 tons of the auatltr
formerly moved by tne canals. 1'h.la Is la part because
the enlargement of the canals has wholly tailed to producethe expected reduction In cost or transportation.
Official records show that, while the State of Mew York
bas reduced Its tolls one half, or $1 06 per ton, from Buffalo
to Albunv, the charges of transporters are not only
higher than they were in 186-, but have averaged slnoe
tne reduction ot tolls, tor 1470 to 1472 Inclusive, $& 44 per
ton. whereas the average tor the years 1808 to 1M1 Inclusivewan only fcl 03 per ton. Official records also show
(bat lu 10b#, even with rates higher than 91 44, tile trail*porterssuffered severely and began to look, for other employments.It must be concluded that the rates are aa
low as can be reached by the present method ot operate
lug; that the enlargement, by increasing the time requiredlor trips, the cost of boats and haulage, and the
capital losing interest when the caual Is not fUily Deployed,has more than neutralised any gala
by the twe ot larger boats, and that Itarther
enlargement would be of questionable benefit.
The records show, moreover, that the eastward cargoes
have to bear nearly the wbole cost of the return trip.
since tolls on eastward are to tolls an westward freight
as eleven to one; that the Irregularity iu the movement
of products Is such that the average employment o/
transporters during the past six years baa been equivalentto tlve mouths and a quarter of lull work, yearly,and that the rates on grala, averaging a little less than
eleven cents per bushel in May and June, rise In the tall
with remarkable regularity wben the crops begin te
move, and tor three years have averaged twelve and
three-tenths cents in September, thirteen and nln*tenihscents in October and fourteen aud two-thirds
cents in .November. The importance ot these facta tm
their bearing on the cost of transportation by that routs,
and tie possibility of securing lower rates, either by enlargementof New York canals or construction of othea
subject to the same conditions, will be appreciated.But it also appears that the lake as well aa the canal
now moves a smaller proportion of the grain of the Weak
than it did In 1863, and that the same causea. in a measure,effect the cost of transportation by that method:
that a Beet capable of moving from Chicago 11,5011,008
busbeis in one month, actually moves only <0,000,080
bushels in a season, a quantity equivalent to full employmentfor only Ave and one-fifth months; that
the eastward freight greatly exceeds the westward,and that, in spite ot rates higherthan were obtained before the war, and ruing
especially in 1he laU months, when the greater quantities
of grain are moved, the increase of vessels on the lakes
has been in no degree oroportioiied to the increase ot
crops moved eastward, a tact which indicates that even
the rates now obtained are not found especially profitableto carriers. Accordingly, though 40,385,400 bushels
of grain were shipped from Chicago eastward In MM by
lake and only 870,861 by rati. It appears tbat in 1871
the shipments by lake were 50,354,353 bushels. bat by rail
16,575,043 bushels. In effect, ot the total shiDmenta ot
grain (floor not Included) from that point, the proportion
shipped by lake has decreased trom ninety-eight t»
seventy-eight per cent, and the proportion shipped bjlake to the canals from eighty-tour to forty-two per cent
The chief cauw* of these remarkable change*, we beUeve.It the westward movement ot the centre of agrl*

cultural surplus. Transportation by railway can Meftectedat much lower cost per ton per mile, and is performedat very much lower rates, for long than for short
distances. The larger surplus producing district* at til*
to est are nearly all at such distances that for transportationfrom them to lake port* about ten ceuts per bushel la
charged. Two transfer* by elevator on the route eastwardby water, and the rate* on lake and canal (at til*
average tor three years past) make the entire charge by
that route iroin such point* to New Tork about tbirtpttvecents per bushel, beside* insurance; while Iron
many of the same points grain is moved
every summer, by rail ail the war. at rats*'
ranging from thirty to thirty-six cents perbushel. Able to transport all the year.donasthe winter at their own »rie*».and thus to
earn loterest on capital, while the canal* are
closed by trost; the railways can carry at cost, or earn
below it during a part of the summer, until the larger
movement of grain in the fall invite* the carrier* bylake and canal to make up for lost time by higher
charges. Thus, even from Chicago, the head of lake
traffic, the rail rate* to New York as recorded by the
Board of Trade averaeed for the whole rear fiftyeightcent* per 1U0 pound*, and during the whole
season of navigation fllty-four cents, although
at one time the rate was but forty-flv* cents.
This power ot the railway* to charge at pleasure, except
during a abort time in the summer, can only be restrainedby competition from another water route, open
daring a larger part of the year than the route bv_ the
northern lake*. And the influence or hian rate* irom
the ihief aurplui producing dutricu to the lake* cin only
t>e clucked by the competition of another route by
water, leading directly irom these diitrlets to the sea.
Otherwise, the"further the centre of the grain surplus
move* westward, the greater will be the advantage of
the route by rati orer the route by lake, and the tuora
complete the dependence alik? of the Western producers
and Santera cou«umer*, upon a mode of transportation
necessarily much more expensive than by water.
Railroads are discussed, aa to their capacity or

freight carriage, and the conclusion expressed that
the; caiinot be made to materially cheapen the
cost Irom Its present standard. Even the great
freight railway, if built, It is asserted, would only
open a route for forty counties between the AlloRhanlesand the Mississippi, while Improvement*
in the river navigation would benefit forty-two
counties in Illinois alone. At one cent per ton per
mile.the cheapest safe rate for railway freight.it
would cost thirty-two cents to bring a bushel of
wheat irom the Mississippi River to New York,
while, with the improvements contemplated,It is believed, a much lower rate could be
afforded by the river, even from St. Paul. The
memorialists discuss the other water rontea,existing and projected, finding In each fatal
obstacles to the hope of cheaper transportation.Tney thereupon lonnd their claim for Congreasionalappropriations to the extent of $l#rooo,i)00iThey ask that the river be deepened fl-om Mew Ot'
leans to the Gulf to thirty ieet, at a cost of
$7,600,000; that $5,000,000 be spent in securing ten
feet of water to the mouth of the MiseourL
$1,000,000 in removal of snags and wrecks and
$2,500,000 for the tributaries. This outlay, they
assert, will cheapen to consumers the cost o* all
grain produced west of the Mississippi by tea
cents a bushel, would comer immeasurable benefits
upon the producers of Wisconsin, Indiana aa4
Onio and all the southern States ol the valley an#
would repay its expense to the nation in one fOOi
ana ia eacft suwesslve / ** tnereaitet.
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